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Application No. 

09/756,345 


Applicant(s) 

MCMILLEN, DEANE DORWIN 


cxaminor 
Van T Trieu 


Art Unit 

2632 





le MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

fi 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE3MONTH(S) FROM pU^-- 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- (f NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 ' Responsive to communication^) filed on 19 November 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) \Z\ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 1 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1_ is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



RECEIVED 

JAN % 4 2003 
Technology Center 2600 



Application Papers 

9)^3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

i 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)n None of: 

1 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a cjaim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) O Notice of References Cited (PTO-8U2) 

2) O Notice of DraftspersorVs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statements } (f * 1 0-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 



U.S. Patem and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 12 
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Application/Control Number: 09/756,345 Page 2 

AfyOnit: 2632 

DETAILED ACTION ^^CE/VED 

Specification ^^^^ 

1 . The substitute specification filed on 10 August 2002 has not been entered 
because it does not conform to 37 CFR 1 .125(b) because: 

(a) The clean amended specification is not matched with its mark-up copy; 

(b) There are many adde^J subject matters found in the amended 
specification. No new subject matters should added into the substitute or amend 
specification. 

(c) The new added of claims 2 to 6 are not because of the new subject 
matters and the claim format is still improper, for example, there are two sentences 
within one claim. 

! 

2. A substitute specification filed on 10 August 2002 and the claims is required 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .125(a) because all of the reasons above. 

A substitute specification filed under 37 CFR 1.125(a) must only contain subject 
matter from the original specification and any previously entered amendment under 37 
CFR 1.121. If the substitute specification contains additional subject matter not of 
record, the substitute specification must be filed under 37 CFR 1.125(b) and, must be 

! - 

accompanied by: 1 ) a statement that the substitute specification contains no new 
matter; and 2) a marked-up copy showing the amendments to be made via the 
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Art Unit: 2632 

substitute specification relative to the specification at the time the substitute 
specification is filed, 

• i 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Marek [US 
5,898,371]. 

Regarding claim 1, Marek discloses a mailbox 1 comprising; a mechanical detecting 
means of switch 1 1 arranged inside the box 1 to detect mail, newspaper or any object 
inside the box; and an indicating means 10 to activate optical light upon detecting of a 
newspaper inside the box 1 or to activate an indicating means 10 such as the acoustic 
indicator or with a mechanical flag indicator located remotely from the mailbox 1 , such 
as inside a house so that the owner recognize that a newspaper has been delivered and 
he/she is not required to go outside to check the mailbox 1, see Figs. 1-13, col. 1, lines 
15-28, col. 2, lines 21-55, col. 3, lines 28-36, coL 6, lines 26-67 and col. 7, lines 1-2. 
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Application No. 

09/756,345 


Applicant(s) 

MCMILLEN, DEANE DORWIN 


Examiner 

Van T Trieu 


Art Unit 

2632 





The MAILING DATE of (his communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THI- COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available um'Uh the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing Mate of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is Inss than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailiruj dale of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extendi! period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later th <n three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 3/ uFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)(EI Responsive to commimiqation(s) filed on 24 April 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G, 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1_ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) ± is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



RECEIVED 

JAN 2 4 2003 
Twhhetegy Center g§96 



Application Papers 

9)^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 24 April 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*cO None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attnchment(s) ' 



1 ) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) C3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) d Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(;-> 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTC- 1S2) 

6) D Other; 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of i aper No. 4 



Application/Control Number: 09/756,345 Page 2 

JM* 1 3 2,103 Art Unit: 2632 

J RECEIVED 

^ DETAILED ACTION 

JAN £ 4 2003 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are' objected to because the Draw 3/4 and Draw 4/4 are not 
acceptable, they should be change to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, respectively. Correction is 
required. 

Specification 

2. the disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In the specification, 

Page 1, line 22, remove the phrase "Drawing 1/4 shows FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG. 3 "; 

Page 1, line 25, remove the phrase "FIG. 2." and make a new line for the a 
paragraph starting *FIG, 2 shows the microswitch 

Page 2, line 1, remove the phrase "Drawing 2/4 shows FIG. 4, FIG Ft FIG. 6, 
aiwf.FJG .7-": 

Page 2, line 5, make a new line for the paragraph starting "FIG. 5 shows the ..." 

Page 2, line 8, delete the "(A)" and make a new line for the oaraaraoh startinq 
"FIG. 6 is mounted on " 

Page 2, line 10, make a new line for the paragraph starting "FIG. 7 shows the 
appropriate " 

Page 2, line 12, change the phrase •JBrawiRgW-te--*' FIG. 8 

Page 2, line 20, change the phrase "Drawing 4/4 to — FIG. 9 — . 



Application/Control Number: 09/756,345 
Art Unit: 2632 
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In the DETAILD DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION, Pages 3 and 4 should 
change all of the Drawing 1/4, 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4, FIG. 8 and FIG. 9 according to the 
changing in the BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SERVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
as above, t 

Appropriate correction is required. 

NOTE: In the Specification filed on January 08, 2001 , with a total of 6 pages, 

which is an unacceptable format. If applicant would like to incorporate it into the new 

Specification filed on April 24, 20ui, men it should be corrected with the right format. 

Otherwise, the Specification filed on January 09, 2001 will not consider. 

i 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention wasjpjtented or described m a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this" r c6untry more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Marek [US 
5,898,371]. 

Regarding claim 1, the claimed newspaper box monitor comprising a visual blinking light 
to indicate that a newspaper is in the box (newspaper box 1 comprising a mechanical 
detecting means a micro-switch 1 1 arranged inside the box will detect mail, newspaper 
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Application No. 

09/756,345 



Examiner 

Van T Trieu 



Applicant(s) 

MCMILLEN, DEANE DORWIN 



Art Unit 

2632 



le MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF ThlS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S' Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 December 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[g] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1 is/are pending in the application. ^^^r-twr-rs 

R F EE I V E D 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. JAN % 4 2003 

6) E Claim(s)l is/are rejected. IWmlim fi*l* Ott 

7) LJ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(e)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application ha.; been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) [] Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office " — ~ — ■ — ■ 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The substitute specification filed on 20 December 2001 has not been entered 
because it does not conform to 37 CFR 1.125(b)because: 

(a) the mark-up of the corrected specification is not compliance with the 
standard requirements. 

(b) there is no signature of the inventor or attorney at the last page of the 
Amendment/Response. 

(c) there are still informalities in the specification, such as 

Page 1, line 25, remove the phrase "FIG. 2." and make a new paragraph 
starting with "FIG. 2 shows the microswitch 

Page 2, line 5, make a new paragraph starting with "FIG. 5 shows the ..." 

Page 2, line 8, delete the "(X)" and make a new paragraph starting with "FIG. 6 
is mounted on " 

Page 2, line 10, make a new paragraph starting with "FIG. 7 shows the 

appropriate " 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The proposed reply filed on 20 December 2001 has not been entered because it 
is unsigned . 

?- 
0 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



RECEIVED 

JAN 2 4 2003 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



ft. 

(C 



Advisory Action 
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e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 



THEREPLY FILED 08 October 2002 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 
Therefore, further action by the applicant is required to avoid abandonment of this application. A proper reply to a 
final rejection under 37 CFR 1.113 may only be either: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the application in 
condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. 

PERIOD FOR REPLY [check either a) or b)] 

a) [3 The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) [U The period for reply expires on: (1 ) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

ONLY CHECK THIS BOX WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 

706.07(f). 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension 
fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension 
fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or 
(2) as set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, 
timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



TReCHvEO 



1 0 A Notice of Appeal was filed on . 



Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 



JAN 2 4 200J 



37 CFR 1 .192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1 .191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

2. ^ The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) M they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) □ they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues for appeal; and/or 

(d) O they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: the timer raises up of new matter . 

3. D Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 



. would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment 



4. Q Newly proposed or amended claim(s) _ 

canceling the non-allowable claim(s). 

5. D The a)D affidavit, b)D exhibit, or c)D request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 

application in condition for allowance because: . 

6. D The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. 

7. Q For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)D will not be entered or b)D will be entered and an 

explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 

The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: f. 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

8. D The proposed drawing correction filed on is a)D approved or b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. D Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-l^kfS) Paper ^o(s). 

10. ^ Other: See Continuation Sheet 
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Advisory Action 



Part of Paper No. 10 



' Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) 



Application No. 09/756,345 



Continuation of 10. Other: The Amended in Specification, pages 1-4 have been entered, but the new claims 2 and 3 are not entered.. 
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